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Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
We now enter a very busy phase in both the school year and in the lives of our St Paul’s 
families.  However, as a Board and Senior Management of the School, we would like to seek 
feedback from our parental community on our performance as an educational community. 
 
In November 2009, we asked our families to complete a comprehensive Community Survey, 
which invited feedback on how effectively St Paul’s prepared its students for: 

 Citizenship 

 To fulfil their academic potential 

 For sporting participation 

 For cultural involvement 

 For involvement in the Christian Dimension 
 
We provided detailed feedback on the responses we received from this initial survey in the 
various issues of the 2010 Informer and the information we received has proved invaluable in 
setting our strategic priorities and direction as a secondary school over the past three years. 

 
The format of this year’s survey is 
similar in many ways to that completed 
in 2009 so that we are able to make 
comparisons and evaluate our 
progress.  It is a comprehensive 
document, but we hope you will be 
able to take the time to complete the 
online survey when details are emailed 
out to you in the near future.  If you 
feel it would be easier for you to 
complete a hard copy of the survey, 
you are welcome to contact my 
Personal Assistant, Jennifer Purvis, 
and request a printed copy to write 
directly onto.  However, for collation 
and analysis purposes it would be 
easier if as many families as possible 
completed this online through ‘Survey 
Monkey’. 
 
At St Paul’s we are justifiably proud of 
the achievements of the school and its 
students, but we recognise that we 
can’t afford to be complacent and must 
continually strive to look for 
improvements in the quality of the 
educational services we provide.  
Families can be assured that their 
comments and feedback will be read 
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with interest and considered when setting our future direction and strategy as a school 
between now and 2015. 
 
We appreciate and value the time and thought that each member of the St Paul’s community 
will put into the completion of the 2012 Community Survey. 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW BUSINESS MANAGER – MR PETER WELHAM 

 
With the impending retirement of Mr Ian Bridge after 10 years of dedicated service as 
Business Manager, it is our great pleasure to welcome on to the School’s Senior 
Management, Mr Peter Welham 

 
Peter Welham was born and raised in South Africa, but his ancestors 
first arrived in New Zealand in 1885. He arrived in Auckland in 1995 
and then moved to Christchurch in 1997 where he worked as the 
Business Manager for the Christchurch Press (Fairfax Media), followed 
by an appointment as the Bursar of St Margaret’s College (an Anglican 
girls’ school, Years 1 to 13 day and boarders) and most recently as 
Manager of the College of Science at University of Canterbury. 
 
Peter and his wife Heather have four children, Anna who is 12, Matt 
10, Noah 3 and Joel who is just 2. Peter says that he is excited about 
returning to an independent school and is looking forward to settling 

into Hamilton, exploring the surrounding central north island and also being closer to family 
and friends who live in Auckland. 
 
When he has time to relax Peter enjoys caravanning holidays, tennis, 
golf and anything outdoors. He is a keen supporter of most sports, but 
particularly rugby, cricket and hockey. 
 
There will be a community farewell for Mr Bridge on 9 November and 
our next newsletter will pay tribute to his contribution to the St Paul’s 
community over the past decade. 
 

 

SCIENCE SUCCESSES FOR LOUISE FORD 

 
Louise Ford’s superb entry in the Waikato Science Fair was one of 300.  St Paul’s also had 
four other entrants: Craig Scott, Campbell Massey and James Krippner, Jack Glasson and 
Andre Ofsoski.  All should be commended for their outstanding efforts. 
 
Louise presented an exhibit on ‘The Analysis of Phosphate Concentration in Hillside Soil’.  At 
the prizegiving held at the Waikato University, Louise placed second in Exhibit Class 9 for 
Year 11-13 Senior Science entries and received a certificate and $40.  She then went on to 
win a Special Prize: The New Zealand Soils Science Society Award, for an outstanding 
exhibit that relates to soil science. 
 
Louise was also invited to attend (the) KuDos Hamilton Science Excellence Awards, where 
she was presented with a Student Certificate for “Excellence and enthusiasm in Science in 
the Waikato”, which is a considerable honour for a young Scientist. 
 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
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MERIT AWARDS PRESENTED IN TERM 3, 2012 

 
Merit awards are presented to the top 5% of students in each Year level.  Individual merits 
can be given out for academic, sporting, cultural or pastoral achievements.  The total number 
of merits received by individuals is accumulated to determine those who are to be recognised 
at a special assembly early in each of the terms.  The following is a list of recipients for Term 
Three, who we presented with their awards on Thursday, 18th October: 
 

Year 9 Year 10 

 
Andrew Barr 
Tully Dickson 
Connor Egan 
Conor Fuller 
Thomas Wilson 
 

 
Matthew Bailey 
Nonthiwat Seehamart 
Robert Simmons 
Jordan Mulholland-Tonar 
Ryan Van Straalen 

Year 11 Year 12 

 
Kendal Buchanan 
Joseph Chen 
Cameron Downey 
Ashleigh Porritt 
Sukhjit Sarai 
Ella Strack 

 
Tzu-I Huang 
Yu-Ying Lu 
Paul Newton-Jackson 
Jaden Rouse 
Mark Swarbrick 
Fiona Thorp 

Year 13  

 
Brenna Cockrem 
Jonathan Eyers 
Malcolm Luman 
Elizabeth Rajan 
Rosie Searle 
 

 

 

 

NEW ZEALAND SECONDARY STUDENTS’ CHOIR  

 
The following article was written by Rosie Searle, Year 13, who along with Jonathan Eyers 
(also Year 13) was selected for the NZSS Choir who over the July holiday break travelled to 
South Africa: 
  
During 2011 and 2012 Jonathan and I were members of the New Zealand Secondary 
Students’ Choir, which is an auditioned choir of 61 students from all around the country.  
 
We both auditioned for the choir at the beginning of 2011, with Jonathan auditioning in 
Hamilton and I auditioned in Auckland. As part of the audition process, we had to prepare an 
unaccompanied song and we also had aural tests where we had to sing a melody played on 
the piano and distinguish notes in a chord. We also had to sight read a piece of music.  

CULTURAL PARTICIPATION 
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It was exciting to receive our letters of acceptance. I was made a member of the Altos and 
Jonathan was chosen to be the leader of the Tenors. Our first course was held in the April 
holidays last year with us rehearsing in Queen Margaret College. After the first course I 
swapped sections with another member and so for the rest of my time in the choir, was a 
Soprano. 
 
As a member of the choir we rehearsed for a week in each of the School Holidays. We also 
had a four day trip to Christchurch during term 3 last year where we sang in ‘Christchurch 
Sings’ as part of the anniversary of the Christchurch earthquake. In our courses, most days, 
we were singing from 9.30 until 6.30 with an hour and a half for lunch, and some days we 
stayed on until 9.30 and also had dinner with the choir. At the end of each course we had a 
concert where we performed items which we had been working on. By the end of our time in 
the choir we were able to sing around 30 pieces by memory. 
 
In July we went on an international tour to South Africa. We had our final rehearsals and 
concert in Auckland before leaving for South Africa on July 5. There was a total of 22 hours 
flying to get there, plus a 7 hour stopover in Singapore Airport, which was tiring for everyone. 
 
We landed in Johannesburg early in the morning after hardly any sleep for the past two days, 
and immediately caught the bus to Pretoria, where we were going to be staying for the next 
few days and had a full day of activity. That night we had our first workshop for the ‘Ihlombe 
Festival’ with an African Choral Conductor named Sidumo Jacobs who taught us three 
African pieces.  
 
The following night we had our first concert which was at the University of Pretoria at the 
Groenkloof Campus Auditorium where we sang with the University of Pretoria Youth Choir 
and four Ihlombe festival choirs. 
 
When we were staying in Pretoria we visited the township of Soweto which was shocking for 
every choir member with its poverty and dilapidation. While in Soweto the choir sang at a 
church service, and this was definitely one of the most memorable parts of the trip. Even in 
such hardship, the people were so happy and we had never seen music bring people 
together so much. The people of Soweto, even in their darkest of circumstances were so 
positive with what they had and they would happily wave back or say hello. It really opened 
our eyes to see how much we have.  
 
The same day that we sang in the Sunday Service, we had our second concert in Uncle 
Tom’s Hall in Soweto. In this concert the Imilonji KaNtu Choral Society and four touring 
choirs sang. Straight after the concert we had a workshop where we experienced the 
different cultural dances and singing traditions of South African Tribes, which was truly 
amazing. 
 
The next highlight was staying in the Safari Ranch. On the ranch we stayed in huts of 3 and 
between the huts there were zebra, giraffes, springbok and buffalo walking around. We also 
went on a safari and saw buffalo, springbok, rhinos, zebra, white lions, cheetah, wild dogs 
and ostriches. One lunch time we were sitting outside at the lodge and zebra started drinking 
from the swimming pool.  
 
After two nights in the Safari Ranch we flew to Cape Town. When we were in Cape Town we 
went to the top of Table Mountain on cable cars where we could see an amazing view of 
Cape Town, which has been chosen as the most beautiful city in the world. On the same day 
we also went to the Southern Western most point of Africa, the Cape of Good Hope.  
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We had our third concert on July 11th at Toringkerk, Paarl where the Paarl Boys High School 
Choir also sang. That same day we had a Cultural Exchange with the Amy Biehl Foundation 
and their after school choral programme. We all went into a small classroom where we 
shared our music with members of the programme and they shared their music with us which 
felt very electric. Afterwards, other members of the programme did a dance which was over 
ten minutes. The boys did a dance with gumboots and it was simply amazing! 
 
Perhaps the most memorable part of the trip was our visit to an orphanage in Cape Town run 
by Mama Rosie. The orphans had been abandoned in boxes by their mothers, and Mama 
Rosie had taken them in and raised them as her own. There were over 50 orphans there, 
and they ranged from newly born to 18 years of age. It was really cool to hang out with the 
kids and see how happy they were with the presents we gave them. It was also very moving 
to visit the AIDS ward of the orphanage and it was sad to see the hardship these people go 
through every day.  
 
Our last concert for the festival was at Kenmere School in Kensington. We sang a South 
African piece as a whole and after the concert we all started singing the African pieces which 
we had learnt on the first night. Singing in choirs is such a community and it provides so 
much joy for people. 
 
Both of us agree that this was definitely the trip of a lifetime. We loved the place and the 
people, and had an amazing time that we will remember forever. 
 
We are so privileged to have been part of NZSSC with so many amazing members and 
inspiring tutors. If we were able to, I’m sure we would both do it all again! 
 

BIG BAND AND CIVIC CHOIR 

 
On Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 September the St Paul’s Big Band were invited to perform in 
two concerts with the Hamilton Civic Choir and Soprano Soloist, Tizane McEvoy. The 
Saturday concert was performed in the Chapel at St Paul’s Collegiate School and the 
Sunday concert was at St George’s Church, Thames. The Big Band was well received and 
reviewer Andrew Buchanan-Smart spoke of how impressive the ensemble work was with 
attention to detail, improvisations by our young musicians and sense of swing as they 
performed Springs Awakening, Bossa Madeira and Minnie the Moocher. Kath Barnsley, 
Treasurer of Hamilton Civic Choir, spoke of the excellent level of musicianship involved and 
thanked Mr Ian Parsons for all the hard work he put into preparing these talented young 
musicians. Mr Parson’s and Mrs Flint were extremely proud of this group of young musicians 
as they impressed the audience with their musical maturity and professionalism. 
 

JUNIOR DEBATING TEAM 

 
Over the course of the past three school terms the junior debating team has been competing 
after school on Tuesdays at Hamilton Boys High against a number of other junior teams from 
schools around the Waikato district.  They have debated a wide range of moots including 
‘That fast food should be banned in NZ’, ‘The right of all nations to have nuclear weapons’ 
and ‘Banning Facebook to prevent bullying’. 
 
The St Paul’s Junior Debating team consists of Campbell Massey, Oliver Massey, Tully 
Dickson and Nick Winkelmann.  For all of these students this has been their first experience 
of debating and they have shown great potential winning four of the seven debates.  Both 
Campbell and Oliver have also been awarded ‘Best Speaker’ titles for some of the debates 
they have partaken in.  All of the members of the team have shown a great deal of self-
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confidence and intelligent reasoning in presenting some informative and amusing ideas in a 
persuasive fashion.   
 
Unfortunately the junior debating team narrowly missed out on being able to progress 
through to the semi-finals in the current round of competition.  We hope to see these 
students continue on with debating over the coming years so that they can develop their skill 
in public speaking to its highest potential. 
 

OTHER CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Jonathan Eyers, talented Year 13 vocalist, recently enjoyed great success in the Vocal 
Section of the Te Awamutu Competitions on Saturday, 29 September 2012. 

 
Jonathan got two firsts, two seconds, two thirds and also won the Recital Class.  This 
meant for the 15 and under 18 year age group he was awarded the Edridge Challenge 
Cup for Intermediate Vocal, the Colleen Cullen Intermediate Scholarship, the Philp 
Challenge Cup for Intermediate Vocal, the Helen Taylor Recital Scholarship and the 
J Lynch Memorial prize for the Most Promising Performer 15-25 years. 
 
Jonathan would like to thank St Paul’s itinerant music teachers Ian Campbell and 
Melanie Lina for their preparation and support before and on the day.  We congratulate 
Jonathan on his outstanding achievements at this regional competition. 
 

 While other students who performed successfully at the Singing Competitions (which 
attracted competitors from as far away as Auckland, Rotorua and Tauranga) included: 
o Ross Noble – Third in the Light Entertainment and Very Highly Commended in the 

Sacred Solo. 
o Christopher Whitely – Very Highly Commended in both the Folk Song and Leider or 

Continental Art Song categories and Commended in Light Entertainment. 
o Holly Ho – Very Highly Commended in Light Entertainment and Highly Commended 

in Own Section. 
o Mark Swarbrick – Highly Commended in Light Entertainment and Commended in 

Sacred Solo. 
 

 On Saturday, 25 August the Waikato Branch of the Institute of Registered Music 
Teachers of New Zealand conducted its annual scholarship performances in Hamilton.  
Two of our students received awards.  They are: 
o Christopher Whiteley who won the award for the Bonnie Scott Intermediate Piano 

Scholarship; and 
o Alexandria Ashford who won the award for the Henry Cook Senior Piano Scholarship. 

 

 

FOURTH PLACE IN THE NORTH ISLAND SECONDARY SCHOOLS’ SKI CHAMPS 

 
Over the period of 17–19 September, the St Paul’s Ski Team was at Turoa Ski Field 
Mt Ruapehu for the North Island Secondary Schools Ski Champs.  The race team was 
Louis Cronin, Remy Campbell, Matthew Sweet, Brittany Smith and Cole Lucas, and the 
Slope style team was Cole Lucas, Euan Reynolds and Guy Wilkins. 
 

SPORTING ENDEAVOURS 
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On Monday, due to poor weather conditions, the mountain was closed so the skiers had to 
stay inside getting cabin fever.  While on Tuesday the weather was great and they were able 
to head up for Day 1 of their races - a Giant Slalom Race. After several hours of delays due 
to severe icing, the lifts opened and racing began.  Conditions on the courses were really 
tough because of the rain from the weekend freezing overnight. This made the mountain like 
sheet ice. Because of this and several bad injuries the junior race was cancelled for the day.  
The senior race went ahead despite the large number of crashes throughout the day. 
Congratulations go to Louis for his superb handling of these conditions, and coming 1st in the 
Senior Men’s Giant Slalom. Remy came 4th, and in the Senior Women’s Brittany came 20th. 
These placings lead to the St Paul’s team being in 1st place at the end of Day 1. 
 
On Wednesday the racing continued with the juniors restarting their Giant Slalom and the 
seniors doing a Dual Slalom race. The snow conditions had improved greatly and there were 
far less accidents. In the junior’s event, Cole managed to come 34th despite skiing 140th and 
Matthew skied very well until he fell on the second to last gate. In the slalom, Louis and 
Remy both gained top points for winning their races and Brittany was unfortunately just 
beaten in her race. The slope style also went ahead and Guy, Euan and Cole all skied well, 
but unfortunately the results have not yet arrived. Our final team placing was 4th overall in the 
North Island, narrowly missing out on 3rd place to St Cuthbert’s College. Kristin School won 
the Champs and Auckland Grammar School came second. 
 
Special thanks to Mr Wilson who managed the team and provided the students with this 
excellent opportunity. 

 

TOP TEN FINISHES IN THE NZSS SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
Having met the required national qualifying times, a team of eight young men (four under 15 
years and four 16-18 years) represented St Paul’s at this top New Zealand Secondary 
Schools event held at Te Rapa Waterworld over the period of 7–9 September 2012, along 
with 440 other qualifying swimmers from 110 other secondary schools throughout the 
country. 
 
The scale of the event needed to be seen to be believed and the four sessions of timed finals 
were spread over the three days. Nick McGuire-Holcroft read the Oath of Athletes at the 
Opening Ceremony and Connor Egan carried the Waikato banner during the parade of 
schools. 
 
Many of our swimmers had spent their winter furthering their training and while most of us 
were still in bed on cold winter mornings or inside watching TV during cold, dark evenings, 
these guys were in the pool churning out the kilometres in their rigorous training 
programmes. 
 
Just to be at these champs was an honour and our eight fine young men did us proud. With 
some of our medal-winning stars from 2011 at Tihoi, our 2012 swimmers were Connor Egan, 
James Christie, Tully Dickson, Rudi Grace, Mark Swarbrick, Cameron Voykovich, 
James Atherton and Nick McGuire-Holcroft. 
 
While this year we did not get in the medals, we did achieve ten top 10 finishes from finals 
across the age divisions, four of these in the relays. Given the size of the event and the 
number in our qualifying team this was a truly great achievement. 
 
Individual Top 10 Honours: Connor Egan  5th 14 years 200 Fly  
       7th 14 years 100 Free 
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    James Christie 7th 13 years 50 Free 
       10th 13 years 100 Free 
    Cameron Voykovich 6th 16-18 years 200 Fly 
    James Atherton 7th 16-18 years 50 Free 
 
Relay Top 10 Honours: Under 15 years (Connor Egan 14, Rudi Grace 14, Tully Dickson 

13 and James Christie 13) 
 9th 200m Freestyle Relay 
 10th 200m Medley Relay 
 
 Over 15 years (Cameron Voykovich 16, James Atherton 16, 

Mark Swarbrick 16 and Nick McGuire-Holcroft 18) 
 9th 200m Freestyle Relay 
 10th 200m Medley Relay 
 
We congratulate our swimmers for their sportsmanship, the proud way that they represented 
our School and for the excellent results that they achieved, not only in the finals but also in 
the fact that they each scored new PB’s. 
 
Our thanks go to Mr Roger Bell and to the staff of the St Paul’s Swimming Club for the 
encouragement and assistance that they have offered our swimmers this year. 
 

PREMIER BASKETBALL SIDE JUST MISSED QUALIFYING FOR NATIONALS 

 
The St Paul’s Basketball team competed in the Basketball Secondary Schools AA 
tournament in Taupo from 5-9 September.  The boys have worked hard all year and the 
promise of being the first St Paul’s team to make it to premiership Nationals was in their 
reach.  
 
Coach, Mr Steve Agnew, reminded the boys’ before the first game not to take any team 
lightly.  The first game was against Macleans College who had won the South Auckland 
Competition.  It was a fast paced game and the boys had a real battle on their hands. 
Aaron Keppler topped the scoring with 24 points followed by Blake Agnew with 20.  However, 
the defensive effort was all important and the boys boxed out well and limited the fiery 
Macleans boys second shots.  They were visibly frustrated and we ran out winners 74-66 to 
start the tournament well. 
 
A three-hour break saw us playing against a much talked up and very athletic Rotorua Boys’ 
High School team.  The boys played superbly as a team and transition buckets benefitted the 
team.  Conor Crowe scored 25 whilst Aaron Keppler scored 22 and Keegan Fly who had a 
strong game collected 12.  Josh Tye played physically and managed to muscle up with the 
bigger Rotorua boys as did Tom Schicker and Nikora Payne.  Rotorua dropped their heads 
and we ran away 79-52 winners. 
 
Day 2 started with an easy game against St Peter’s and all the boys chimed in to win 85-41.  
The next game against Hamilton Boys’ High School would decide who was top of the pool.  It 
was a crucial match and the boys rose to the challenge in front of them.  They played with 
composure and looked to stifle their offence and limit second shots.  The boys had another 
gear compared to Hamilton Boys’ and we quickly led.  Blake Agnew had a stunning game 
and led all scorers with 33, he was deadly beyond the arc and stepped up immeasurably 
once Conor Crowe was taken from the court and to hospital with a seemingly very serious 
injury.  The senior players (ie Keegan, Nikora, Josh and Aaron) all stepped up after the 20 
minute break for injury.  Hamilton Boys’ made a run but were nullified at every turn with 
defense and composure winning out.  Final score 96-86 to St Paul’s. 
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Crossover time at regionals began against Melville.  If we won, we would go to Nationals.  
High stakes and the game was intense.  Courageously, Conor Crowe took the court after 
getting the all clear from the doctor and though not at 100% this lifted the boys.  The game 
seesawed and the score-lines were close for the majority of the game with Melville pulling 
away in the final five minutes of the final quarter.  Their depth saw them secure a spot at 
nationals and win 78-64.  The boys gave it everything and could not be faulted for their 
efforts. 
 
Despite the setback, we had another chance against St John’s to qualify.  The game saw a 
‘rent-a-crowd’ arrive from Clark House who were in the region for a ski camp.  This was a 
huge boost and lifted the boys.  We started slowly and trailed 24-16 after the first quarter.  A 
powerful 2nd quarter saw us trail by one at halftime 33-32.  This was the same story in the 3rd 
as we again trailed by one.  It was a case of our season coming down to the final quarter.  
Unfortunately, despite all our best efforts, St Johns outscored us significantly in the final 
quarter and ran out winners 68-53. 
 
This was hugely disappointing for the boys and we had to get back up again that afternoon 
and play a dead rubber against a devastated Hamilton Boys’ High School.  A carnival type 
game saw them eke out a win and the boys finished 8th.  The team can be commended on 
the way they represented the school and begin the process of looking forward to next year 
where hopefully history will be made. 
 
Thanks go to parent Coach, Mr Steve Agnew, and his assistant Mr Jeremy Coley for the 
tremendous opportunity they provided the Premier Basketball boys. 

 

1ST
 XI SOCCER TWENTY-FOURTH IN NATIONAL TOURNAMENT – NELSON 

 
The 1st XI maintained their prominence and their quality performance history in the National 
Tournament when they finished 24th out of the top 32 Soccer teams in Nelson. 
 
The first three games went according to plan, with a 1-0 win over Hastings, followed by a 2-2 
draw with Tawa College.  A convincing 4-1 victory over Burnside from Christchurch saw 
St Paul’s top their group as a consequence of these impressive results.  As it turned out 
Burnside would go on to finish 12th in the final standings. 
 
However, it was to be in 2012 as it is in all tournaments, one of small margins and subject to 
the mercy or maleficence of time.  The Bounce Brigade were 35 seconds from booking their 
place in the Top 16, when fate intervened to foil the festivities that would inevitably have 
followed victory.  A dubious hand ball call in the cross-over game against Wellington College 
saw them awarded a penalty.  A penalty they duly converted to send the game into a penalty 
shoot-out.  Wellington won and this was an occasion of enormous deflation for the boys who 
believe in the Bounce. 
 
True to form, the team bounced back in the remaining games and although they played with 
the spirit that was always synonymous with them at the tournament, results did not go their 
way.  Injuries to senior players seemed to also factor in to the scenario of misfortune.  There 
was another game lost in a penalty shoot-out against Nelson College and two other narrow 
losses to St Andrew’s College and St John’s by one goal completed the picture. 
 
Nevertheless, there was so much to savour from the smorgasbord of soccer the boys dined 
out on.  Many of the boys will be hungry for success next year as they strive to maintain 
St Paul’s consistent record of National Tournament appearance.  Some boys have already 
begun training earnestly with this goal in sight.  Now that is what the Bounce is all about! 
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John Penyas was St Paul’s Player of the Tournament, producing a series of performances 
that were nothing short of astonishing.  It would be fair to say and not hyperbolic, that he 
covered every centimetre of mud in each of the seven games played.  Upon that mud (the 
fields were atrocious) he was a magician with the ball. 
 
As always though, it was a true squad effort with all the team contributing on and off the field 
to the squad’s fortunes.  The players were stupendously supported by a remarkable group of 
parents led by the indefatigable Julie Goodwin and the inspirational coaching input of 
Mr Michael Groom. 
 
THE BOYS THEY ALL HONOURED THE ST PAUL’S NAME DISPLAYING THE BOUNCE, 
THROUGHOUT EVERY GAME!   
 

BEST EVER PLACING FOR OPEN ‘A’ NETBALL TEAM 

 
The St Paul’s Open A Netball team attended the Upper North Island Secondary School 
tournament along with 99 other schools. The first three games were vital to secure our place 
in the top half of the A grade. These three games were against teams that had all placed 
higher than us at last year’s tournament (Botany Downs Secondary College 24th, Trident 
High School 8th and Whangarei Girls’ High School 9th).  
 
With the team quote “do it for yourself before you expect from others” the girls won all three 
pool play games resulting in us coming first in our pool. One of the highlights was beating 
Trident High School who ended up coming fourth overall. Comments from parents and other 
coaches had the same theme; the girls were playing as a team and had the fighting spirit 
from the start whistle right till the end. By lunch time on day two we knew we had already 
accomplished a major goal - the best placing a St Paul’s Netball team has ever achieved at 
nationals. Over the next few days the girls played some outstanding Netball. Although we 
lost most games by one or two it was against teams who in our regular season had beaten 
us by 15.  
 
One of the highlights was losing to St Kentigern’s College by one point, who in the past few 
years has always beaten us by 20. This shows the massive progress the girls have made.   
Another pleasing aspect was how close we came to beating the local teams we came up 
against eg Cambridge High School, Hamilton Girls’ High School and Sacred Heart who we 
took to extra time. Overall all we placed 16th, nine higher than last year. Teagan Voykovich 
and Melissa Gilmartin-Kara’s positive input as co-captains was pivotal to the results. 
Rose Spence’s passion will be sorely missed next year. Well done to Grace Namana who 
not only made the tournament team but also the A grade tournament team.  Thanks go to 
coach Hannah Munn, Ms Vicki-Joy Lees and Mrs Helen Bradford for their superb 
management of the Premier Netball team.  
 

1ST
 XI GIRLS’ HOCKEY TOURNAMENT REPORT 

 
St Paul’s first XI girls’ Hockey team played in the Rosemary O’Brien Tournament held in 
Tauranga.  Their first goal was to make the top two in their pool in order to go through to the 
top eight of the 16 team tournament. Unfortunately they did not start off too well, after two big 
games in our domestic season.  St Paul’s lost their first game to Kuranui College (who were 
the eventual third place getters) and then drew to Botany Downs Secondary College.  Their 
third match against Whakatane High School (eventual tournament winners) was a great 
game and they were playing to their potential again. The girls lost to them, which meant that 
they were in the bottom half of the table for the crossover matches. The best place from here 
was ninth and that is precisely where St Paul’s came. Two wins, against Rotorua Girls’ High 
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School and Taupo-nui-a-Tia College saw St Paul’s playing Kuranui College again for 9th spot. 
A two all draw saw them share 9th position.  
 
A great week of hockey once they put game one behind them. Well done to the whole team 
for a superb effort – the girls had certainly given their all by the end of the last match! 
Congratulations to Lizzy Rajan who was the tournament team’s MVP! 
 
Congratulations too to Amelia Jarvis-Hall who umpired six games as well as playing six 
matches for St Paul’s.  She umpired the final match based on her umpiring performance 
during the week!   Thank you to all those who supported the team at tournament and a 
special thank you to Nicky Cockrem who took on the role of “camp mother”, to Shiloh Gloyn 
(coach) and Mr Neil Muirhead (team manager). 
 

1ST
 XI BOYS’ HOCKEY QUALIFY FOR RANKIN CUP IN 2013 

 
SPC 1st XI   vs   Rosmini College 1st XI (Won 3-0) 

For the first few minutes of the match Rosmini camped in our half but the SPC defense held 
and absorbed all the initial pressure. As the half progressed St Paul’s steadily increased their 
share of possession and territory penetrating the opposition circle on numerous occasions. 
This resulted in three penalty corners being awarded to SPC during the half from which two 
goals were scored. The first came from a nice dribble and lay off pass by Matt Tingey to 
Sean Henley-Smith who put the ball into the net. The second was again scored by Sean off a 
rebound. 

The second half continued in much the same pattern. The third score was a field goal and 
came from a skillful dribble towards the circle by Sean with Devon Nolan eventually 
deflecting the ball into the net. This was a very pleasing start to the tournament for SPC. 
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SPC 1st XI vs Bethlehem College 1st XI (Won 1-0) 

SPC needed a win from this encounter to take the pressure off the next game and ensure 
advancing to the quarter final cross over matches. Bethlehem had lost their first game so 
they had to win to stay in the running for the top eight. This had the makings of a tough 
encounter which was exactly how it turned out. 

The bulk of the match was a midfield “arm-wrestle” with SPC having a slight edge gaining 
three PCs to Bethlehem’s none. We also had a few more opportunities to score field goals 
but did not slot one in the net until the dying minutes of the game, thanks to Byron Muirhead. 
Bethlehem, to their credit, were gallant losers while our players and supporters were greatly 
relieved to get a win. 
 
SPC 1st XI versus Mt Albert Grammar 1st XI (Won 1-0) 

This match was crucial to both teams as it would determine who was top of the pool and 
would therefore get the easier crossover match in the next round. MAGs were a very 
aggressive and physical side and this coupled with many poor umpiring decisions put SPC 
under huge pressure for most of the game. Despite this our boys remained composed and 
were able to put together some well-constructed team hockey. 

Midway through the second half, SPC were awarded a PC at which Sam Holmes expertly 
deflected a shot from Matt Tingey into the goal. Although this made MAGS even more 
desperate the score remained at 1-0 to SPC. This was an outstanding performance by the 
whole team who still had no goals scored against them in the tournament. 
 
SPC 1st XI versus Macleans College 1st XI (Won 3-0) 

This match would decide which team would go on to the semifinals and gain promotion to the 
Rankin Cup tournament next year. SPC had drawn with Macleans at a quadrangular 
tournament earlier in the season and felt they were in with a chance. The first half was an 
intense but fairly even contest with both teams getting opportunities, including two PCs each, 
but neither side being able to score. 

Fortunately SPC gained the psychological advantage of scoring first in the second half from 
a PC where Matt Tingey laid the ball off to Liam O’Donoghue who swept it into the goal. 
From that point on SPC dominated the match and Macleans were unable to get back into the 
game. The next goal also came from a PC, but this time a direct shot by Matt. The third and 
final goal of the match was an “unbelievable” shot by Callum Windley from outside the goal 
posts and near the base line. 

This victory was a particularly emotional one for all those who have been associated with the 
team over the past few years because despite fielding some very strong sides in the past the 
semi-finals and promotion to Rankin had somehow always eluded us. The current players 
had all played with tremendous heart and brilliant team work and thoroughly deserved this 
win. 
 
Semi-Final SPC versus Scot’s College 1st XI  (Lost 1-2) 

Scot’s College had a very strong midfield and forward line and consequently SPC spent 
much of the semi-final absorbing pressure. Despite this they still managed to create some 
good opportunities down the sides of the field. One of them resulted in the first goal which 
was scored by Jackson Brown with a tap in from a long pass into the circle by Sean Henley-
Smith. SPC held the lead into the second half but Scot’s eventually leveled the score from a 
PC. Soon after they were awarded a stroke from which they scored again. SPC, now in 
catch-up mode, shifted into a higher gear and replaced their goalie with a field player. 
Unfortunately time ran out with the final result being a 2–1 win to Scot’s. Our hopes of 
making the final were gone but in our next match we would be playing off for 3rd or 4th. 
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Play-off for 3rd/4th  SPC versus  Wellington College 1st XI   (Lost 6-2) 

By this stage many of SPC’s players were “running out of legs”: having made such a huge 
effort in winning their quarter final. This coupled with the fact that Wellington was a very 
strong team meant that they dominated territory and possession for most of the game, 
scoring two goals in the first half. They scored again early in the second half but SPC 
managed to pull one back with a goal by Liam O’Donoghue from a PC. The scoring see-
sawed with Wellington getting another field goal followed by a SPC field goal put into the net 
by Callum Windley. In the dying minutes, with nothing to lose, Coach Hardman replaced the 
goalie with a player in the field, however we ended up conceding one more goal. Final score 
a 6-2 win to Wellington College. 

 
Overall results for the Tournament 

TOP PLACES: St Kentigen’s College (first), Scots College (second), Wellington College 
(third), and St Paul’s Collegiate School (fourth).  

We are very proud of how all our players conducted themselves at tournament but are 
particularly pleased that Sean Henley-Smith received a tournament “Player of the Day” 
award and that Joel Kosoof received “the Most Valuable Player” award for the SPC team. 

The players, coach and manager would like to thank all the caregivers and others who either 
assisted directly with our participation in the tournament or supported us from the side-lines.  
The boys would also like to thank Mr Craig Hardman (coach) and Mr David Sole (Manager) 
for giving them this wonderful opportunity to participate in Tournament Week. 

 

TANNER CUP REPORT – COLTS SIDE PUT ON CREDITABLE PERFORMANCE 

 
This is the second year that St Paul’s has organised and hosted the Tanner Cup under 15 
hockey tournament.  The tournament was named after old collegian and fellow of the school 
Jon Tanner.  Jon has been on the Board of New Zealand Hockey and the Founder and 
Chairman of Midland Hockey and the Hockey Foundation.  It was very fitting that he was 
made a life member of Hockey New Zealand in April this year.  It was a great pleasure to 
have Jon at the final game and present the Tanner Cup at the prize giving. 
 
Tanner Cup increased the number of teams in the tournament from eight teams last year to 
12 teams this year.  They came from all around the country; Dunedin, Christchurch, 
Wellington, Taranaki, Hawkes Bay, Bay of Plenty and Auckland.  We had the privilege of 
Eric Rush being our guest speaker for our formal dinner, which was very generously 
supported with food from Little India restaurant, New World Rototuna and Alliance Catering.   
 
Our first game was against Hastings Boys.  It was a closely contested game with no team 
taking control.  The second half saw each team going goal for goal.  With five minutes of 
nervous play to go in the game we were 3–2 down.  We started a late surge to gain a slight 
dominance of play to even the score to a 3 all draw to end the game.  Goals scored by 
Ryan Steer and Maks Wyndham-Smith. 
 
Day two saw us having to play two games.  The first was against Christ’s College.  It had 
been raining all morning and we encountered some heavy falls during the game.  This 
flooded the turf which slowed the game down and limited the passing options as the ball 
would only travel a short distance before stopping.  We did not adapt to the conditions and it 
did not allow us to play our usual open passing style of play.  Final score 6–0 Christ’s 
College. 
 
The second game was against King’s High School.  The weather had improved and the turf 
had fewer puddles sitting on it.  This allowed us to play our style of game better.  Very even 
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game between the teams with both sides not making the most of their opportunities.  The 
score was 2 all with 10 minutes to go.  Kings scored their 3rd goal late in the 2nd half.  Final 
score 2–3 King’s High School.  Goals scored by Bede Higgens and Maks Wyndham-Smith. 
 
Day three we played Wellington College.  Another close fought battle with a close result.  
Wellington had a full team defensive structure that gave us limited opportunity to get shots on 
goal.  Jono Bloor found some space and scored our first goal.  Wellington came back in the 
second half and we were able to hold them off until the last 10 minutes when thye were able 
to score the winning goal.  Final score 1-2 Wellington. 
 
The final day saw us playing Tauranga Boy’s College.  Throughout the game both sides were 
feeling tired from the previous four games and allowed each other to capitalise on mistakes.  
We traded goal for goal and were 2–3 down with five minutes to play.  Our boys picked up 
the intensity and dug deep and fought to the end scoring the equaliser.  Final score 3 all.  
Goals scored by Maks Wyndham-Smith (2) and Jono Bloor (1). 
 
Westlake Boy’s High School took out the Tanner Cup 2012 with a 5-0 win in the final against 
Scots College. 
 
We finished 11th equal.  This did not reflect the way we played.  Four out of five games were 
very close and could have gone our way.  Unfortunately the small touches and the roll of the 
ball were not in our favour.  Special mention of Captain Conor Shalloe who lead from the 
front and was always strong on the field, also Maks Wyndham-Smith for his goal scoring 
abilities and Jono Bloor for his continual pressure when he had the ball.  Most improved 
player of the tournament is Hilton Dawson.  These players had great support around them 
from the rest of the team.  This has been a great experience for all players involved and the 
strength of Hockey at St Paul’s is looking good. 
 
Thanks must go to Mr Craig Hardman for organising this event and Mrs Jan Kilmister, 
Mr Luke Coxhead and Mr Andrew Harries for running the tournament over the four days.  
Mr Cam Hayde did a great job coaching the team and teaching them new skills in the craft of 
hockey.  Thanks also to all the parents for their support. 
 

 
 

The organisers of the Tanner Cup, along with the School as a whole, would like to thank the 
Little India Restaurant for their generous contribution to the Tanner Cup Tournament. 
 

UNDER 16 RUGBY REPORT 

 
The Under 16 Quadrangular Tournament comprised of three very strong rugby schools and 
our team was looking forward to the challenge and footing it with the best. 
 
The first game against Hamilton Boys’ High school started well with the team applying great 
pressure, playing with the wind.  A great counter attack initiated by Kyle Dean saw the ball go 
through a number of hands, before Caleb Lingman scored under the posts. Half time 7-0 to 
St Paul’s. The second half saw the boys apply more pressure through excellent phase play. 
Eventually the pressure took its toll with Hamilton Boys’ scoring close to the post to level the 
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game seven all.  Ten minutes later Boys High scored again but were unable to convert.  
St Paul’s replied with a penalty, closing the game to 13-10 with five minutes to go. Tiring 
defense and lack of field possession saw Boys High go across the line again in the dying 
minutes to win the game 19-10.  
 
The second game against Palmerston North Boys’ High School (PNBHS) started well with 
St Paul’s leading 11-0 at half time. Again St Paul’s could not capitalise on this lead and let 
PNBHS in for two tries and a penalty. It was a disappointing end to a game St Paul’s should 
have won. 
 
The final day saw St Paul’s play Sacred Heart from Auckland who were unbeaten thus far in 
the tournament. Playing a much larger opposition, St Paul’s tackled like men possessed and 
were only down 7-0 at the break.  Playing into the wind in the second half saw St Paul’s 
continue their strong defense but there was no denying that the size and speed of the 
opposition was hard to contain with Sacred Heart scoring two further unconverted tries. It 
was an outstanding effort against a team that had eight 1st XV members and who were the 
Auckland U15 champions last year. St Paul’s undoubtedly had their best performance 
against Sacred Heart. 
 
Overall, an excellent tournament that provided invaluable experience for our young up and 
coming players. Hamish Burt and Rhodri Mackenzie had very strong defensive tournaments, 
Mitchel O’Connell was the most improved in the tournament and Caleb Lingman was named 
player of the tournament for St Paul’s. 
 

UNBEATEN HEDGEHOGS HISTORIC CHAMPIONSHIP WIN 

 
The Gold Hedgehog team played in the final of the U55Kg grade on Saturday, 25 August 
2012 when they played Hamilton Boys’ High School, a side that they had beaten by just a 
10-5 score line in round-robin play. 
 
St Paul’s started slowly and Hamilton Boys’ dominated territory and put the Gold team under 
pressure and scored first from a penalty.  Our Hedgehogs replied with a try to Callum Brown 
and at half-time St Paul’s led by just 5-3. 
 
In the second-half, St Paul’s got a lot more possession and continuity of play saw them pin 
Hamilton Boys’ in their own half.  This constant pressure told as first Hamish Black kicked a 
penalty to extend the lead to 8-3 and then in the dying minutes Jordan Mulholland-Tonar 
scored a try, which was converted by Hamish, resulting in a convincing 15-3 score line. 
 
Callum Brown at halfback directed play well, while No. 8 Hamish Te Whare led the team from 
the front with telling runs and Hunter Johnson tackled everything that moved.  But it was a 
real team effort, with every player in the squad making a significant contribution to the 
Championship win. 
 
The Gold Hedgehogs side finished the season undefeated.  Playing 13 games for 13 wins 
and scoring 486 points while conceding just 37.  The win in their division was the first by a 
Hedgehog side since 1987. 
 
Our thanks go to all those who came to support the team at the final and to the U55Kg Black 
side who provided us with player support and tough opposition at each of our practices over 
the season. 
 
The winning Hedgehog Gold side consisted of: Matthew Bailey, Marc Bradford, 
Callum Brown, Sebastian Ellice, Dean Fullerton, Drew Gordon, Rudi Grace, Hugh Jackson, 
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Hunter Johnson, Philip Luman, Rory McGregor, Jack McDonald, Jordan Mulholland-Tonar, 
Bailey Read, Jaden Rouse, Hamish Te Whare (Captain), Ryan Wilkins, Ryan Van Straalen.   
Coaches: Mr Ivan Posa, Mr James Wilkins and Mr Grant Lander. 
 
While currently at Tihoi were the following: Logan Birt, Hamish Black, Jack Davies, 
Brad Hermsen, Seton Mason, Adam McCarthy, Matthew Stewart, James Wilkins, 
Danny O’Hara. 
 

UNDER 14 TEAM WINS WSSRFU CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
The U14 Rugby team suffered only two narrow losses in the Waikato competition but made 
amends by defeating both of these teams, (i.e. Hamilton Boys’ High School and St Peter’s 
School) comprehensively in the latter part of the season. They amassed 477 points while 
conceding only 90 with the top try scorers being Tom Yarrall with 17 tries and Ben McColgan 
who in one game kicked 11 from 12 attempts at goal.  
 
The Grand Finals match for the Steve Gordon Trophy epitomised the resolve of the team this 
season where they defeated St Peter’s by 34-0.  The team was led superbly by 
Connor Gordon who has gone on to captain the Waikato Harlequins representative team. 
Others to be selected for the U14 rep teams were: Connor Collins, Ben McColgan, 
Alastair Blackett, Romke Hoogstra, Jackson Morgan, Cameron Smale, Ryan Ballantyne, 
Josh Balme. Dillon Kelliher was also selected but is at Tihoi 
 
The team was superbly coached by Mr Peter Gilbert and Mr Paul Wilson and consisted of 
the following team members:  Ryan Ballantyne, Josh Balme, Dominic Belfield, Alistair 
Blackett, Connor Collins, Tawhiri Cruickshank, John Deroles, Connor Gordon, Jack Gordon 
(Captain), Nic Hansen, Romke Hoogstra, Angus Kelly, Phoenix Keyte-Williams, Ben 
McColgan, Jackson Morgan, Ben O’Sullivan, Sam Porritt, Cameron Smale, Toby Wallbank, 
Tom Yarrall. 

 
 
 

St Paul’s U14 Rugby side show St Peter’s 

how it is done in the final 
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1ST
 XI GIRLS’ HOCKEY DIVISION COMPETITION WINNERS 

 
After finishing runners up in the B-division last year we had to work on the idea that we could 
be successful in 2012. The first round saw us undefeated although a couple of matches were 
very close. We played Matamata in a promotion/relegation game and unfortunately we had 
our first loss of the domestic season. 
 
As we entered the Championship round our goal was to win the division! Again we were able 
to complete the round undefeated and played Hamilton Girls’ High School in the semi. This 
was a fairly tight game and the score was 1 all ten minutes from the end. A resurgent effort 
saw us score two more goals to win 3–1. We had made the final! 
 
In the final, although we threw everything at Dio in the first half, their goalie had a great game 
and we could not find the back of the goal. The girls continued to pressure the opposition and 
we scored twice through Danielle Le Sueur to win 2–0. A wonderful effort from all members 
of the team to win their last two matches and the B-division championship! 
 
Danielle Le Sueur was our top goal scorer with 15 goals for the domestic season.  
Lizzy Rajan did a great job captaining our team and was the season’s most valuable player.  
Toni Anda represented the Waikato as a member of the girl’s U18 development squad at the 
National Tournament in Wellington in July this year. 
 
The team also won the trophy for the most goals scored across all divisions in the Waikato. 
 

JUNIOR BASKETBALL WINS WAIKATO SECONDARY SCHOOLS’ COMPETITION 

 
St Paul’s had two junior teams entered in the A-Grade of Waikato Junior Basketball this 
season. Both teams performed very well and made the top four of the competition. The Gold 
team played off against a Boys’ High team for third and fourth but were unable to win on the 
night and finished a very credible fourth in what was a ten-team competition starting at the 
beginning of Term 2. 
 
The Black team played the championship game against a Boys’ High team that had beaten 
them four weeks earlier in round-robin play. St Paul’s trailed by two points entering the final 
quarter but slowly gained control of the game with strong defensive rebounding and limited 
turnovers. In the end, a six point win for St Paul’s and they were crowned Waikato A-Grade 
champions. A very good season for the team who overcame the loss of key players mid-
season due to Tihoi. The team finished with a fine 12 win-2 loss record for the season. 
 
Players included: 
Tom Brown, Ben Dobbe, Dean George, Matthew Hill, James Krippner, Ben McColgan, 
Jackson Morgan, Wade Paniora, Blake Phillips, Cameron Smale, Kerwan Rose (at Tihoi) 
and William Te Tomo (at Tihoi).  Coach: Dr Jason McGrath. 
 

PREMIER BASKETBALL – HISTORIC PROVINCIAL FINAL 

 
The St Paul’s Premier Basketball played in the final of the Waikato Secondary Schools 
Basketball competition on Thursday, September 28 at St Paul’s against St John’s College. It 
is the first time in the history of St Paul’s that we have made the final of this prestigious 
competition and the boys had their work cut out for them. 
 
St John’s beat St Paul’s at the recent regionals by 15 and did so by pulling away in the final 
quarter.  The crowd buoyed by a large contingent of St John’s supporters got in behind both 
teams as they traded baskets early on to be 12 apiece.  St John’s then made a mini break of 
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six before Blake Agnew fired a timely three pointer to bring us back in striking distance.  The 
first half saw St Paul’s get out rebounded and turnovers in the open court led to layups as 
St John’s mounted pressure with their press. 
 
By halftime, St John’s had built up a 10 point lead with a Hail Mary shot on the buzzer that 
went in for St John’s.  From there it was one of those nights as the third quarter saw the 
St John’s team pull away by as much as 18.  The boys, determined to claw back started the 
final quarter fired up and gave it everything they had, especially in the final four minutes 
where they picked up man to man full court to break down the deficit.  They fought hard and 
were rewarded, but altogether it was too little too late and St John’s ran out winners 83-66. 
 
The boys had done exceptionally well getting to the final of this very tough local competition 
and despite finishing with a disappointing loss can hold their heads up and look back on a 
successful competition overall.  To the boys who played their final game for the school: 
Captain Aaron Keppler, Josh Tye, Keegan Fly and in his absence Nikora Payne, they should 
feel justifiably proud of their efforts over the years and giving it their all.  To the boys 
returning, next year promises much and we hope we can go two steps further, nationals and 
a local title. 
 

WAIKATO / BAY OF PLENTY SCHOOLS’ TEAMS DUATHLON 

 
On Wednesday 12 September, St Paul’s had three teams participating in the regional 
Duathlon championships.  The fields for each race were relatively small, but strong.  The 
event was held at the Karapiro Domain and the conditions were fine but very windy. 
   
Logan Fortescue competed as the runner and Logan Spaans competed as the cyclist in the 
U16 division:  their race consisted of two 3.2km run legs, plus a 20km bike leg.   The two 
Logan’s put in strong performances and achieved a highly meritorious 4th placing.  

 

In the U19 division Geraldine Fish competed as the runner and Meg Morbey competed as 
the cyclist in one team whilst the second team consisted of Livi Jackson as the runner and 
Kendal Buchanan as the cyclist. The distances for run leg and the bike leg were the same as 
in the U16 race.   Due to the small numbers of entries in the U16 and U19 fields, the two age 
groups started their race at the same time.  As the competitors finished, we were not sure of 
our teams’ placings, so at the prizegiving there was great excitement when it was announced 
that Geraldine and Meg had finished 1st and that Livi and Kendal had finished second.   
 
Medals:  1st place U19 Girls:  Geraldine Fish and Meg Morbey 
    2nd place U19 Girls:  Livi Jackson and Kendal Buchanan 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS GREAT RACE 

 
During the 8 and 9 of September, the St Paul’s Rowing Club competed in the Head of the 
Waikato race.  It was held on the Waikato River as the opener for the Great Race.  St Paul’s 
raced against the clock on Saturday, on the 2.7km upstream course.  Unfortunately, the time 
was only good enough to get in the ‘C’ final, but after a close race, St Paul’s beat St Peter’s 
in the main race on the Sunday.  The crew of William Guest, Callum Windley, Matt Husband-
Davitzki, Alex Hargreaves, William Reeves, Edward Johnstone, James Ingham, Sam Rush 
and coxed by Jackson Brown, can all gain from the experience of racing against much larger 
and experienced crews and look forward to the exciting season ahead.  A special mention 
should go to Jackson Brown for his excellent coxing and hugging of the river bank which 
enabled St Paul’s to win their final. 
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CLAY-SHOOTING TEAM EIGHTH IN NEW ZEALAND 

 
The ‘A’ team travelled to Christchurch this year to compete in the New Zealand Nationals 
and South Island Secondary Schools’ Tournament and we were looking to try and emulate 
the success of last year’s team. 
 
The first day of competition began with a stiff easterly wind blowing across the traps.  This 
made the flight of the targets somewhat unpredictable and consequently the scores were 
lower than expected.  The first event was the Single Rise and Liam Buchanan, 
Anthony Simpson and Sean Collinson-Smith all made a solid start scoring 19/20.  The 
second event was the Individual and Team Points contest and everyone made a sound 
contribution posting scores in the mid 50’s.  Henry Wills, Fransois Eksteen and 
Sean Collinson-Smith each scored 55/60. 
 
Our team score of 269/300 was a little lower than we had hoped for but placed us 9th overall.  
Lindisfarne College were the clear winners on 287, but a log-jam of only nine points 
separated the next ten places. 
 
The third and final event of the day was the Single Barrel and although we shot well, we had 
difficulty scoring the necessary possible to advance through to the shoot offs.  Liam, Anthony 
and Henry were the best performers – each with a score of 9/10. 
 
Day two saw the wind drop away and conditions improve.  The Single Rise event once again 
started proceedings.  Sean Collinson-Smith got us off to a great start shooting the possible 
20/20 and he would progress through to the shoot off for the medal placing’s later in the day.  
Unfortunately Liam dropped a target to once again shoot a frustrating 19/20. 
 
The individual Points event saw Anthony Simpson gain the possible 60/60 and proceed 
through to the medal rounds.  Unfortunately, our other scores, although sound, were 
inconsistent in these conditions.  Although the team score of 274 was an improvement on the 
previous day, we found ourselves a good 10 points off the pace.  A disappointing score, but 
one that still placed us 11 equal. 
 
The shoot offs for medal placings being one of the highlights of the tournament and pits the 
best shooters head to head against each other. 
 
Anthony Simpson shot well under pressure to gain a very creditable 10th place in the 
Individual Points competition.  Sean Collinson-Smith kept his concentration and composure 
to emerge from what was a large field of competitors to gain a respectable 9th placing. 
 
Our final combined two-day team’s Points score of 543 gave us a National ranking of 8th.  
Considering the range of ages and experience of this team we can be proud of this 
achievement.  A special thanks must go to Henry Wills who although being at Tihoi for the 
second intake, was prepared to take his place in the team with what was a minimal amount 
of practice leading up to this tournament.  Thanks also go to Mr Ian Campbell who travelled 
with the shooters. 
  

OTHER SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Ten St Paul’s U14 rugby players were nominated to play in the Harlequins tournament 
and were then selected for the Waikato U14 camp held over the holiday break in Raglan.  
Five of them went on to play a one-off game against Auckland and were victorious 17-12.  
It was an outstanding effort by all the boys and stands the St Paul’s 1st XV in good stead 
in two year’s time. 
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 Adam Ballantyne and Caleb Lingman were both members of the Waikato U16 squad 
which went on to win the regional tournament.  They, along with the team, were 
presented medals and Caleb (the team’s Captain) was presented the trophy at the 
Ranfurly Shield match held in Hamilton. 

 Matthew Sweet (Year 9) recently spent the third term undergoing intensive ski training in 
Wanaka.  A talented skier, Matthew performed extremely impressively in the recent 
New Zealand Junior Freeski Nationals.  Over the week of competition he finished third 
overall in the Skier Cross; 4th in the Dual Slalom and proved extremely competitive in the 
Big Mountain and Slope Style competitions.  As a result, Matthew finished in an 
impressive third place overall in the Youth Boys section of the New Zealand Freeski 
Championship – an incredible effort given that the two boys above him spend nearly 10 
months a year on snow, in both hemispheres.  We are really proud of Matthew’s 
impressive performance. 

 Girls’ Hockey Caps presented to: 
Amelia Jarvis-Hall - Amelia has been a member of the St Paul’s 1st XI Hockey team for 
three full seasons. She has been a stalwart on defense for the three seasons and has 
been very much a part of the leadership on defense this season. Her contribution to 
St Paul’s hockey has included umpiring of our 2nd XI this season and she was our school 
umpire at tournament this year and last, culminating in her umpiring the final at 
tournament this year. She has played 65 games as a member of the 1st XI. 
Brenna Cockrem - Brenna has been a member of the St Paul’s 1st XI Hockey team for 
three full seasons. She has played most of her hockey for St Paul’s in the half line, giving 
confidence to our defense by way of her very solid support play. This season she has 
also played as an inner for part of many games, and always injects a little more 
excitement into our attacks when moving forward. Brenna’s commitment to girl’s hockey 
has been unquestionable and she is to be commended for her efforts on the 
organisational front, including her input at warm ups and for organising of tournament 
gear this year. She has played 67 games for the 1st XI. 
Lizzy Rajan - Lizzy has also been a member of the St Paul’s 1st XI Hockey team for three 
full seasons and along with Amelia and Brenna has created our first “three year 
continuity”. Lizzy has captained our championship winning 1st XI this year and has lead 
from the front by way of example, commitment to the sport and commitment in each and 
every match. The amount of work that she has got through match after match has been 
immense! As centre half this season she has directed much of our play and she has 
often been the needed help, either back on defense or in building an attack. Lizzy was 
invited to play for the Waikato U18 development side but was unable to attend the 
tournament and so had to withdraw from the side. She was our MVP at tournament and 
will be sorely missed next season. She has played 66 games for the 1st XI. 

 Girls’ Soccer Caps presented to: 
Jessica Reilly - Jess has played 45 matches for the girls 1st XI Soccer Team over two 
seasons. Last year, she was the team’s most valuable player and this year she won an 
award for her all round contribution. She is passionate about the team and is the team 
captain.  Jess is the leader of the team, both on and off the pitch, who takes training as 
seriously as competitive matches.  A tireless defender, her play is characterised by her 
great positional awareness and always stepping up to the mark when the team needs 
her. When Jess gets tired, she just digs deeper and keeps going. She is held in deep 
respect by the team, coach and manager. 
Claire Sayer - Claire Sayer has represented the 1st XI girls for three seasons and played 
over 60 games. As a defensive midfielder her play is characterised by an almost 
mesmeric competency. As an attacker approaches her, the outcome is predictable; the 
threat will be taken care of. Claire emerges with the ball and delivers a threatening ball 
forward. Claire is an extremely fit player who plays with determination and energy for the 
whole game.  At the recent National Tournament Claire was the most consistent 
performer. Claire is the team’s Vice-Captain and leads by her exemplary performance 
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both on the pitch and in training. This year she was awarded the team’s most valuable 
player. She leaves a huge hole in the team which will be hard to fill. 

 Netball Caps presented to: 
Teagan Voykovich - Teagan has been a part of the Open A Netball team for three years. 
She has played in excess of 50+ games meeting the cap criteria for netball. She has a 
committed determined approach to training and goes the extra mile to ensure she is 
prepared for every game. This year Teagan was co-captain. Her captaincy ability 
developed throughout the year as now she not only leads by example, but encourages 
the team to reach their potential.  Teagan is part of the Waikato High performance squad.  
Melissa Gilmartin-Kara - Melissa has been a part of the Open A netball team for three 
years She has played in excess of 50+ games meeting the cap criteria for netball. 
Melissa is a utility player as she has the skill set required to play a variety of positions.  
This year Melissa was co-captain. Her ability to rally the troops and encourage them to 
put their greatest effort into the game was exceptional..  
Rose Spence - Rose has been a part of the Open A netball team for two years. Rose is 
an outstanding defense player that has continually developed throughout her netball 
career as St Paul’s. Her long leaning ability often baffles the opposing shooters. Rose is 
a very passionate player and always takes the court with high expectations.  

Grace Namana- Grace has been a part of the Open A netball team for two years. Her 

raw talent to shoot the long shots is amazing. With this and her quality rebounding ability, 
Grace’s shooting percentages are 80% or above. Grace was a part of the Hamilton U17s 
and Waikato Louis Muir team this year. Further she was selected in the U17s NZ 
tournament team and Upper North Island secondary school A grade and overall 
tournament team. 

 Boys’ Basketball Cap presented to: 
Aaron Keppler has been an exceptional servant to St Paul’s Basketball.  He first applied 
his skills as a Year 8 Fairfield Intermediate student who helped bolster our Year 9 team.  
In Year 9 he started for the premier team coached by Dr McGrath which is a rare sight in 
secondary school basketball for someone so young.  He has continued to start for 
St Paul’s in every year he has been here.  It is his representative play both for Waikato 
and New Zealand which stand him apart from others who have gone before.  He played 
for the U15 New Zealand development team in 2009, New Zealand under 16/17 in 2010, 
New Zealand U18s in 2011 and New Zealand U20s in 2012.  This is a fantastic 
accomplishment playing for ones country and has seen Aaron play in New Caledonia and 
Australia in tournaments against other nations.  At St Paul’s we have been privileged to 
have Aaron plying his skills for our team and are immensely proud of his achievements.   

 Additional Hockey players selected for provincial rep team honours: 
o Sam Holmes and Alec Wilson – U18 ‘A’ Waikato Team 
o Joel Kosoof – U18 Development Team 

 Congratulations to Grace Namana (Year 12) and Pare Gilmartin-Kara (Year 11) who are 
two of only four girls from the Waikato region picked by Netball New Zealand Emerging 
talent selectors to attend a National Development camp to be held later in December. 

 Cameron Voykovich was selected to be a member of the Swimming New Zealand team 
to race at the Trans-Tasman Open Water Championships to be held in Sydney from 
Friday, 30 November to Thursday, 6 of December.  As part of his selection, he will also 
attend a four-day camp with the Australia team at the conclusion of the event.  He is the 
first swimmer from St Paul’s Swimming Club to be selected to represent New Zealand 
and the first student for a number of yeas from the School, to be selected. 
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EMPATHY SERMON BY MICHAEL WEIR, YEAR 9 

 
A farmer had some puppies he needed to sell. He painted a sign advertising the pups and 
set about nailing it to a post on the edge of his yard.  As he was driving the last nail into the 
post, he felt a tug on his overalls.  He looked down into the eyes of a little boy.  
 
“Mister," he said, "I want to buy one of your puppies."  
 
"Well," said the farmer, as he rubbed the sweat off the back of his neck, "These puppies 
come from fine parents and cost a good deal of money."  
 
The boy dropped his head for a moment. Then reaching deep into his pocket, he pulled out a 
handful of change and held it up to the farmer. "I've got thirty-nine cents. Is that enough to 
take a look?" 
  
"Sure," said the farmer.  
 
And with that he let out a whistle, “Here Dolly!" he called. 
  
Out from the doghouse and down the ramp ran Dolly followed by four little balls of fur. The 
little boy pressed his face against the chain link fence. His eyes danced with delight.  
 
As the dogs made their way to the fence, the little boy noticed something else stirring inside 
the doghouse. Slowly another little ball appeared; this one noticeably smaller. Down the 

CHRISTIAN DIMENSION 
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ramp it slid. Then in a somewhat awkward manner the little pup began hobbling toward the 
others, doing its best to catch up .... "I want that one," the little boy said, pointing to the runt.  
 
The farmer knelt down at the boy's side and said, "Son, you don't want that puppy.  He will 
never be able to run and play with you like these other dogs would." 
 
With that the little boy stepped back from the fence, reached down, and began rolling up one 
leg of his trousers. In doing so he revealed a steel brace running down both sides of his leg 
attaching itself to a specially made shoe.  Looking back up at the farmer, he said, "You see 
sir, I don't run too well myself, and he will need someone who understands."  
 
The world is full of people who need someone who understands.  
 
When you experience empathy, you’re able to understand someone else's experiences.  
How good would it be, if we start empathising with the people in our lives? 
  
Sympathy is an easy emotion to feel.   It is easy to feel sorry for someone’s difficulties and 
take pity. But it is hard to try to understand their difficulties, and to put yourself in their shoes, 
especially if you have never had the same hardship as them.  It may be difficult to find a 
common link between both your problems, but once you do, it is no longer hard.  Instead of 
just feeling sorry for someone, you can relate to them, and you can often do more to help, if 
help is required.  Sympathy can end up in kindness or even pity, whereas if you are empathic 
you can emotionally feel the pain or the joy of the other person.   
 
With the story of the boy and the farmer, if you had been the one that had gone to buy the 
dog, you might have felt sorry for the runt, but you probably wouldn’t end up buying it.  
Sympathy wouldn’t be a strong enough emotion to go as far as having a personal 
relationship with the runt.   This doesn’t mean you need to have a physical disability to 
understand. It just means you have to have had an experience similar to that of the dog.  
Like the time you broke your leg, or when you were so sick you couldn’t walk, or simply the 
time you went to stand up and fell over because your leg was numb.  Even the little things 
can help you connect with someone in a big way. 
 
Many charities and fundraising organisations use empathy to raise awareness of others 
misfortunes.  For example, you would all be familiar with the annual forty-hour famine, which 
is held to raise money for poorer countries with a food crisis.  Like the people in these 
countries, the participants starve themselves.  This fundraiser is an exceptionally good idea, 
because not only do the participants raise money for the poor, but they will understand how it 
feels to be really hungry, even though it is just for a short time.  Because of this, they will find 
it easier to empathise with people who are starving, and hopefully do more good, even if it’s 
just in a small way. Another fundraiser that all of you would know is, Cure for Cancer, where 
people raise money by shaving their heads.  This gesture allows the participant to feel just 
one aspect of what a cancer patient, going through chemotherapy, may feel.  Again the use 
of empathy brings strong feelings of support to raise money for a worthy cause.  
 
So next time you know a friend isn’t feeling that great.   Think how you would feel in their 
situation.  Don’t take the easy way out and just say comforting words or what you think they 
might want to hear.  Try to be empathic.  Really try to understand your friend’s 
circumstances, point of view, thoughts, and feelings.   
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HARINGTON HOUSE CHAPEL SERVICE – SUNDAY, 16TH
 SEPTEMBER 2012 

 
Welcome:   Harrietanne Embling 
Readings:   Shivani Thirayan 

Savanna Singh 
Prayer:  Josie Reilly 
Hymns:  Nina Lee (playing the piano) 
Sermon:   Charlotte Dumble 
Theme:  Respect 
 
Have your grandparents ever told you how things weren’t like this when they were young?; 
How boys were gentlemen that opened doors and girls were polite and ladylike. It seems that 
these days, respect is less important to us. That we want respect, but we don’t give respect 
in return and so it’s a never ending downward spiral.  
 
I once watched a girl fight anorexia.  She had lost respect for herself and could no longer see 
the brilliant girl on the other side of the mirror. Slowly she harmed her body to the stage 
where she was admitted into hospital. It wasn’t until she began to look after herself and 
respect her body that slowly she became stronger and was able to win the battle. Today she 
lives a normal and happy life and has earned the respect from her family and friends as she 
overcame one of the most unforgiving of diseases.  
 
We all want to be respected by others, but how do we do this?  We don’t all have to 
overcome huge things like this, but we can’t expect anyone to respect us if we don’t start by 
respecting ourselves. Too many teens, especially girls, think it’s okay to starve our bodies or 
make bad decisions and often in public or post something on Facebook, but it lowers our 
respect for ourselves and the respect that we get. When we make bad decisions and end up 
humiliating ourselves and we think that bad situations like this are okay, we give other people 
a reason to think less of us. How can we expect to be respected in the work place or at 
school if we have drunk pictures of ourselves open for the public to view? 
 
Respecting ourselves starts with looking after our own body and mind - making sure that we 
eat properly and exercise. Pushing ourselves to do things we didn’t think we were capable of 
gives us a sense of pride and worth that in turn makes us treat ourselves with more respect. 
Just starting with little things, such as eating an apple instead of a super-sized Big Mac 
Combo for a snack can help.  
 
The second part to earning respect, is that it is a two way street.  We cannot just demand it 
from other people, but it is something that we have to earn. By being courageous and 
standing up to those doing wrong, while scary, it is the people who have the guts to be 
themselves and stand up for what they are passionate about, that earn respect from others. 
  
In martial arts, many years ago, if a competitor didn’t bow before sparring they would have 
their head chopped off.  Luckily when we disrespect someone the consequences aren’t as 
extreme, but they degrade relationships with teachers and parents and even with peers and 
classmates. Disrespecting someone can be easy to tell such as swearing at someone, or 
less obvious, like walking in late and disrupting a class. But all small incidents like these add 
up to give people an image of us and it is from this image people have in their minds that 
they decide how much they respect us. Nowadays in karate we no longer get decapitated, 
but instead end up with physical punishments, such as push ups to show we are sorry for our 
actions as respect still plays an important part of the lifestyle. Being a member of a dojo 
means that we pay respect to anybody who is older, has been training longer than us or of a 
higher grade, as they are only here because of hard work and are positive role models to 
those following on from them.  
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Respecting tradition, is something that some think of as a waste of time, as why copy things 
of the past when society is rapidly moving forward? But traditions are usually put in place to 
respect, remember and honour what those in your family, school or community have done 
before you. We wouldn’t be here without them. Traditionally we respected our elders and 
betters as they had more knowledge and experience than we did. And it was to show honour 
to the amount of hard work and effort they had put in, to be where they are today. It can be 
dangerous for us to assume we know better than those with more experience.  
 
Women have always found it difficult to earn the respect of men. In the olden days women 
were always treated as lesser and we have had to fight to prove that we are capable of 
achieving just as much as males. I am proud that New Zealand was the first country in the 
world to give women the vote. It’s important that we don’t degrade the work that woman 
before us have done and as girls at St Paul’s we continue to treat others with respect.  
 
If we start with respecting ourselves and show the same to others, we will be treated the way 
we deserve to be. 

  

NEW HOMESTAY FAMILIES WANTED FOR OUR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

 
We are always looking for new families to host our international students. This may be on a 
full time basis or just for a couple of weekends or a holiday break.  For many of our 
international students, they have come to St Paul’s to get a taste of Kiwi lifestyle.  A weekend 
spent on a farm or with a real Kiwi family, provides them with a tremendous experience.  Our 
international students come from many countries around the world and contribute positively 
and significantly to the culture of St Paul’s. 
 
The challenges of citizenship 
are quite different for our 
sons/daughters to that of 
which an adult we 
experienced.  Our children 
are going to be exposed to 
more international 
experiences than we had 
and it is important that they 
gain some understanding of 
other cultures and points of 
view. 
 
As St Paul’s families, we feel 
that you will understand the 
Special Character of our 
School and the high 
expectations we have of our 
students. 
 
Payment is $30 per night to 
help defray the cost of food and accommodation costs. If you are interested in hosting a 
student and would like an application form or simply to find out a little more about it, please 
contact the Director of International Students, Helen Richardson - Telephone: 07 957 8843 or 
Email: h.richardson@stpauls.school.nz. 

SPECIAL CHARACTER 

The foyer of the Student Centre transformed during International Week 

mailto:h.richardson@stpauls.school.nz
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ST PAUL’S PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

 
The second half of Term Three produced a huge number of highlights.  On the sports fields 
our senior sides performed impressively during the National Winter Tournament week; a top 
20 finish and promotion to the prestigious Rankin Cup Tournament for our 1st XI Hockey side; 
24 national ranking for our 1st XI Boys’ Soccer, while our Premier Netball side had their best 
finish ever, 16th in the extremely tough Upper North Island Tournament.  Commendably our 
Premier Boys’ Basketball side had one of their best finishes in the Regional playoffs and 
made the final of the local Waikato Secondary Schools’ competition.  In fact, quite a number 
of sides qualified for provincial finals, with our 1st XI Girls’ Hockey, Junior ‘A’ Basketball, U 14 
Rugby, U55kg Rugby sides all taking out their respective local competitions.  While towards 
the end of Term 3 our Skiers finished an impressive fourth in their NISS Championship and 
our Clay Target Shooting team finished eight over all in the NZSS Championships. 
 
Culturally, the quality and depth of performances was of its highest level at the Celebration of 
Music evening and the senior students organised an entertaining Variety Concert.  The 
annual School Ball proved a great success, with the senior students enthusiastically 
embracing the challenges posed by the more formal Ballroom Dancing section.  The 
behaviour and conduct throughout the evening was of an exceptional level and we were 
really proud to host this magnificent event in a transformed School Gymnasium. 
 
The Senior Benchmark Examinations early in September provided our Year 11, 12 and 13 
students with their most accurate barometer to date on their academic progress.  Many will 
be very pleased where they are tracking, but some will need to take urgent remedial action to 
get back on a productive pathway and achieve results in the upcoming Cambridge and 
NCEA examinations that reflect their academic potential. 
 
Towards the last week of Term Three, Assistant Headmaster, Mr Peter Hampton, provided 
all seniors with an excellent ‘Survival Guide to Study’ which gives our seniors valuable 
advice on how to manage their study regime – including a wall planner to help 
allocate/prioritise their time.  Cambridge examinations started in the first week of Term Four, 
while NCEA students have had effectively 16 formal school lessons this term before their 
NCEA examinations commence (i.e. Monday, 12 November).  While for our junior students, 
Week 6 (November 22–26) sees the culmination of their academic coursework with their two 
hour end-of-year examinations. 
 
This final term of the school year is a very busy one, with the Sports and Cultural Awards 
dinner (19 October) starting the end of year celebrations.  This is followed by a new 
innovation in the Father and Sons’ Fish and Quiz Night (26 October), the various House 
Dinners and Boarders’ End-of-Year Dinner and Prizegiving.  I look forward to catching up 
with many of you at the upcoming functions in the fourth term and wish our students all the 
best as they strive to adhere to a rigorous and sustained revision programme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G W LANDER 
HEADMASTER 
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School Ball 2012 
 

“Casino Royale” 
 

Friday, 21 September 


